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From the Executive Principal

Executive Principal Newsletter - March 2026
P&C Executive Appointed at Annual General Meeting

We extend our congratulations to the newly appointed
Executive of the Mountain Creek State High School Parents
and Citizens (P&C) Association following the recent Annual
General Meeting.

e President: Nathan Bailey
e Vice President: Bec Murrell
e Treasurer: Matt Cleverly

e Secretary: Jennifer Harbottle

The P&C plays an important role in supporting our school
community, strengthening the partnership between families and
the school, and contributing to initiatives that enhance
opportunities for our students.

We thank the Executive members for their willingness to serve
and for the time and commitment they will dedicate to
supporting Mountain Creek State High School. We look forward
to working together throughout the year to continue building a
strong and connected school community.

School Supervisor - Visit

On 23 February 2026, we had our first visit for the year from
our School Supervisor. We presented the 2026 Annual
Implementation Plan (AIP) which aligns our school strategies
and targets to the DOE Strategic Plan - Brighter Futures. The
AlIP was well received by the School Supervisor who has
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endorsed the plan. | need this document endorsed by P&C and
signed off by P&C President. Some insights from the School
Supervisor:

e The 2026 AIP, which aligns nicely with the
department’s Brighter Futures action plan and has a
focus on quality curriculum, teaching and learning
and wellbeing for learning

e The AIP strategies highlight the importance of
instructional leadership which allows for line of sight
from planning through to classroom practice and
staff/student feedback

e Consistent moderation practices continue to evolve
and mature (before during and after) and | commend
the renewed enthusiasm and commitment to the
value and use of NAPLAN as a formative data-set to
inform individual, cohort and whole school teaching
and learning practices

e Aspects of Wellbeing for Learning particularly student
wellbeing and engagement, especially for targeted
support groups and vulnerable students and case
management for our most vulnerable learners.

e | also commend the strategies, actions and
behaviours expected of all stakeholders in holding
each other to account in implementing the AIP. There
is continued precision and targets being set that
allow for revision and review of the AIP throughout
the year and inform future progress

e The advent of faculty AIP plans which align the
school’s AIP priorities with aligned strategies, actions
and targets. Like this thinking and accountability and
will support line management conversations with
HODS

e High expectations have been set with attendance
(90%), LOA (94%), A/B results (60% or greater as a
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stretch target), NAPLAN Mean Scale Score (equal to
or above Nation) in reading, QCE targets (100%) as
well as targets being set for parental voice and
improved staff morale

Compass Rollout — Thank You to Our School Community

The implementation of Compass, our new Student
Management System continues. Compass is designed to
streamline many of the day-to-day processes that support
teaching and learning, including attendance, communication
and student information.

The initial rollout has been a significant undertaking for the
school and we would like to sincerely thank our parents,
students and staff for their support, patience and willingness to
learn as we transition to this new platform.

Our staff have worked diligently to prepare systems, learn new
processes and support students and families as everyone
becomes familiar with the system. We also thank our students,
who have adapted quickly to using the platform in their daily
school routines.

If you have not yet signed up for Compass, please check your
emails for a link/password. If you require assistance, please
contact the Office, 5457 8333.

SCHOOL NUMBERS

To contact Administration, Head of Year,
or General Inquiries:

5457 8333

Direct Attendance Line -
messages can be left out of school hours:

5457 8450

Late Arrivals / Early Departures:

5457 8454

© Compass

Lions Youth of the Year 2026 — A Strong Start for MCSHS
Students

Six outstanding students from Mountain Creek State High
School have embraced the opportunity to represent our school
in the prestigious Lions Youth of the Year public speaking
competition, competing at local Lions Clubs across the region.

Congratulations to Ava M., Charlotte A. and Alex T. (Year 12),
Eva N-R (Year 11) and Karen H. (Year 10) who have already
taken to the stage, demonstrating confidence, poise and
impressive public speaking skills. Slater T. (Year 12) will present
later this month as part of the competition.

We are particularly proud to share that Ava M. and Karen
H. have been selected to progress to the next round of the
competition in late March — a wonderful achievement.

We wish all of our students every success as they continue their
Lions Youth of the Year journey and look forward to following
their progress in the next stages of the competition.

Women’s AFL

Congratulations to our Senior Girls AFL team who are sitting at
the top of the ladder of the Schools of Excellence competition
after a dominant round 1 and 2 performance. The girls have
had two convincing wins over Sunshine Beach SHS in Round
1 (91-0) and Palm Beach Currumbin in Round 2 (51-21). Both
wins reflected a strong team performance, with each player
stepping up when it was her moment to contribute. This result
is a culmination of years of hard work and we are keen to see
their success continue throughout the Schools of Excellence
competition this year.

NAPLAN

| am very proud of our year 7 and 9 students for the work they
undertook during NAPLAN 2026.

The teaching staff did outstanding work with each year level
especially around the writing task ensuring that students had a
plan to follow.

Similarly for the numeracy testing, our students were well
briefed on self-help strategies to double check answers. As |
have said in numerous columns in recent months, NAPLAN is
important - it provides you and | and the student with valuable
insights in student progression or regression across numeracy
and literacy.

The engagement of our students during testing was first class
and | thank parents for your involvement.
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Congratulations to our Year 7 and 9 students.
Thank you for showing up, giving your best
and owning your effort.

We are proud of you!

("

. Mike Anderson, Executive Principal
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UNIFORM REMINDER

Mountain Creek State High School takes great pride in
maintaining a high standard of presentation across our school
community. Our uniform reflects our shared values of Quality,
Opportunity and Excellence, and contributes to a safe, inclusive
and respectful learning environment.

We would like to remind all students and families that the full
uniform policy is outlined in the Student Code of Conduct,
available on the Mountain Creek State High School website. We
encourage all families to refer to this as needed -

https://mountaincreekshs.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/
formsanddocuments/documents/rules%20and%20policies/
mcshs-student%20code%200f%20conduct%20(2024-2027).
pdf

In particular, we ask for your support in ensuring that
appropriate school shoes are worn each day. Students are
required to wear fully enclosed, supportive black shoes that
are suitable for a school environment. This is not only a matter
of presentation, but also an important requirement for student
safety, particularly in practical learning areas.

We appreciate the ongoing support of our families in upholding
our uniform standards. Should there be any challenges in
meeting these requirements, we encourage students and
parents to contact the school so we can work together to
provide support.

Thank you for your continued commitment to maintaining the
high standards of our School.

Yours in education,

Mike Anderson

Executive Principal

From the
Principal of
Senior Secondary

Senior School Update

As we get to the end of term, students in Years 10-12 will have
assessment that needs to be finalised. If you have questions
about assessment or due dates please contact your student's
HOY.

Year 10: Mr Adams
Year 11: Mr Forster
Year 12: Mr Thompson

Senior School Assessment dates can be found on our School
website:

https://mountaincreekshs.eq.edu.au/curriculum/
senior-secondary

Year 12's are also on Exam Block in Week 10 (30/3-2/4),
where they will only attend for exams or catch-up on their VET
subjects.

https://mtncreekshs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/5317/
2026_term_1_week_10_year_12_exam_block_1_.pdf

2026 Next Step Year 12 Completers Survey

The Next Step Year 12 Completers survey opens on 17 March
2026. All Year 12 completers from 2025 will receive a letter from
the Minister for Education inviting them to participate in this
five-minute survey to help our school understand the different
pathways of our graduates. This helps us to improve services
for future students, and respondents have the chance to win a
MacBook Air.

We ask parents, siblings and friends to encourage our
graduates to complete the survey. They may also be contacted
by email or phone from the Queensland Government
Statistician’s Office.

For more information, please visit:

http://www.qld.gov.au/nextstep
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Next Step Year 12
Completers survey
opens 17 March 2026.

From left: Donna Lancaster, Principal - Angela Hix, Deputy
Principal - Tina Smithard, Head of Senior School.

From the Principal of Junior

Secondary

From the Principal of Junior Secondary

In the past week, 340 Year 7 and 350 Year 9 students have
sat through almost 2800 on line tests as a part of the NAPLAN
testing. Following the tests, MCSHS and all year 7 and year
9 students will receive an individual statement of performance
in relation to the national benchmarks. The results will also be
used to form a national overview. We will use these results to
support students with future learning goals. There were some
differences this year with a huge effort made to ensure students
understand the importance of these tests to inform our teachers
on how students learn and what they know. We had a breakfast
and lunch sausage sizzle for each year level to show our
appreciation for their efforts.

Over the coming weeks all Junior students will be busy
completing Assignments and preparing for their exams. | have
attached a copy of the exam/Assessment schedule for all Year
7, 8 and 9 students. This schedule along with the Semester
Planner sent out to all students at in week 3 are critical in
supporting students to effectively plan their way through these
busy periods of the term. Reporting will be emailed out to all

parents on Thursday of week 2, once the marking and checking
process is finalised.

| hope all students have a safe Easter holiday and return in term
2 ready for learning. During the first week after the holiday break
we will be holding our annual ANZAC day ceremony on the
Friday. Can | ask that all students save their formal uniform for
the Friday for the service in the Sport Centre session 3.

https://mtncreekshs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/5319/
2026_term_1_junior_secondary_assessment_schedule.pdf

From left: Craig Hegarty, Principal - Junior Secondary School,
Carmel D'Arcy, Deputy Principal - Junior Secondary School,
Lindsay Baker, Head of Department - Junior Secondary School.

News from Technology
Department

Year 9 TMT

This term, Year 9 TMT students have been busy developing
their practical skills through a range of hands-on projects. They
have been designing and creating an acrylic pencil box and
have recently begun work on producing a junior hacksaw.
Some students have also completed a hand fishing reel using
the wood lathe.

Throughout these projects, students have been building their
problem-solving skills while gaining experience in the safe use
of workshop machines and tools. They have worked with a
variety of techniques including filing, buffing, woodturning on
the lathe, and heating and folding acrylic. These activities have
helped students strengthen their technical abilities, confidence,
and understanding of working with different materials and
machines.
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Sandro Cossa

Head of Department -Technology

News from Finance

2026 School Fees Now Due

As we approach the end of Term 1, we would like to remind
families that 2026 Student Resource Scheme (SRS) fee is now
overdue, along with any outstanding fees from 2025.

Furthermore, we would like to remind families that any
applicable 2026 Subject Fees are due for payment by 2 April
2026.

We ask that you prioritise these fees, and any outstanding
amounts, to ensure your child is eligible to participate in all extra
curricular activities offered through the school. For your child to
be eligible for participation in extra curricular activities this year,
these invoices must be paid in full or a negotiated payment plan
must be in place.

Please note that subject fees apply to some courses that
require additional materials or resources. These fees will be
invoiced in the coming weeks, once subject selections and
timetables have been finalised. We kindly ask that payments be
made as soon as possible once invoices are issued.

For your convenience, a variety of payment methods are
available. Payments can be made via the BPoint link on your
statement or invoice, through the QParents portal, or in person
at the school office using cash or card.

We understand that financial challenges can arise, and our
team is here to support you. If you are experiencing difficulty
meeting your fee obligations, please contact our finance team
on accountsreceivable@mountaincreekshs.eq.edu.au or 5457
8308 to discuss flexible payment plan options.

2026 Student Resource Scheme Fees
Years 7-9: $315.00

Year 10: $325.00
Years 11-12: $275.00

A full list of SRS prices and inclusions is available on the
Mountain Creek State High School website.

https://mountaincreekshs.eq.edu.au/enrolments/
resource-scheme

Welcome to Our New gold Sponsor: Community Bank
Buderim

We are delighted to announce a new partnership that will bring
meaningful support and opportunities to our school community.

Community Bank Buderim, part of the Bendigo Bank network,
has joined us as an official school sponsor. Community Bank
Buderim is widely known for its strong community focus and
commitment to  supporting local initiatives. As a
community-owned branch, its profits are reinvested back into
local schools, clubs, and organisations, making this partnership
a natural fit for our shared values of connection, growth, and
community spirit.

Through this sponsorship, Community Bank Buderim will help
us enhance programs and resources that benefit our students.
Their support will contribute to initiatives that strengthen
learning experiences, foster creativity, and promote wellbeing
across the school.

We are grateful for their investment in our students’ futures and
look forward to a positive and collaborative partnership.

Please join us in welcoming Community Bank Buderim to our
school community. Together, we’re building a brighter path for
our young people.

Gold Sponsors

Community Bank
Buderim

B Bendigo Bank
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Celebrating the Bunya Nut and its History

Recently, SKILL Centre students had the opportunity to study
and cook with bunya nuts. First Nations teacher Camilla
Andrews brought in several bunya cones, sparking curiosity
and creating a valuable learning experience for the senior
students.

The Bunya Pine is a prehistoric tree dating back to the Jurassic
period and is considered sacred by many Aboriginal peoples.
Its edible nuts were traditionally a ceremonial food, and for
thousands of years large gatherings were held in the Sunshine
Coast region and the Bunya Mountains to harvest them.

These gatherings, known as the Bunya Festival or “boyne
boyne,” brought people from across Australia along traditional
pathways. Although the gatherings were disrupted after
colonisation and outlawed in 1897, knowledge of harvesting
and preparing bunya nuts continued to be passed down.

In 2007, Kabi Kabi Elder Aunty Beverly Hand established the
modern Bunya Dreaming Festival at Ewen Maddock Dam to
celebrate bunya traditions and support reconciliation.

Inspired by these traditions, SKILL Centre students prepared
bunya nut pesto. After drying the large, spiky cones, students
removed the seeds, roasted the nuts in their shells, and
cracked them open using pruning loppers and pliers.
Combined with basil from the Mountain Harvest Garden, the
nuts were turned into a delicious pesto, which was jarred and
sold at the whole school morning tea. Perfect as a dip, salad
dressing or pasta sauce, the pesto was a tasty result of a rich
cultural learning experience.

KERNELS
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Kate Benfield

Deputy Principal - Inclusion

News from International

Studies and LOTE

The ISP Journey So Far
ISP Students Embrace the Sunshine State

It has been an action-packed term so far for our International
Student Program (ISP), with our visiting students fully immersing
themselves in the Sunshine Coast lifestyle.

From island escapades to local family traditions, the term so far
has been defined by new friendships and unforgettable "firsts."

Island Thrills at Tangalooma

The highlight of the term was undoubtedly our three-day
adventure to Tangalooma Island Resort on Moreton Island.
Students traded the classroom for the coastline, experiencing
one of the best of Queensland’s natural beauty. The itinerary
was bursting with energy, including:

Wildlife Encounters: Hand-feeding wild dolphins and spotting
sea turtles in the crystal-clear bay.

High-Octane Fun: Adrenaline levels peaked during quad biking
sessions and banana boating across the waves.

Sand & Surf: Students conquered the massive dunes with sand
tobogganing and enjoyed the sun-drenched beaches.

A True Home Away From Home

Beyond our organised excursions, our ISP students are truly
becoming part of the local community thanks to their wonderful
host families. These "home away from home" experiences have
allowed students to explore the diverse landscapes of South
East Queensland.

Weekends have been filled with:

Coastal & City Trips: Day trips to the vibrant streets of Brisbane,
the iconic surf beaches of the Gold Coast, and the stunning
lookouts of the Sunshine Coast.

Outdoor Exploration: Many students have joined their host
families for local hikes and relaxed beach days.

Life Skills: Back at home, students are busy learning the secrets
of Australian kitchens and sharing their own traditional recipes
with their host siblings.

It’s heartening to see our international cohort embracing every
opportunity this region has to offer. We look forward to seeing
what the rest of the semester holds for our global learners!

MOUNTAIN CREEK SHS
ISP TANGALOOMA TRIP

Imagine the excitement of seeing our beautiful Sunshine Coast
through fresh eyes. Whether it’s a Saturday morning surf, a
hike through the hinterland, or a backyard BBQ, hosting turns
"normal" weekends into mini-adventures.

Ready to make a difference?
To learn more about joining our wonderful community of hosts,
please contact:
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Fiona Howett
Email: fhowe5@eq.edu.au

STATEHIGH SCHog,

host
family
team

A PRICELESS EXPERIENCE:
HOST INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS

EMAIL OR CALL

Fiona Howett
fhowe5@eq.edu.au
0416 239 743
9am-3pm

The English Benefits of Learning Spanish
At Mountain Creek State High School (MCSHS),

learning
Spanish does far more than introduce students to another
language; it actively strengthens their English skills as well.

Research in language education consistently shows that
learning an additional language supports improvements in
English grammar, reading, and writing. One key reason for this
is the development of meta-linguistic awareness: the ability to
think about how language works.

With guidance from teachers, students frequently compare
Spanish grammar with English. Through this process, the
fundamentals of English grammar are taught explicitly, helping
to clarify core language rules and reduce common errors.
These comparisons reinforce key areas of English such as
apostrophe use for possession, subject-verb agreement,
distinctions between homophones (their/there/they’re, your/
you’re), possessive adjectives and pronouns (their/theirs),
demonstratives (this/that/these/those), correct use of subject
and object pronouns, sentence structure, and verb tense
consistency.

By examining Spanish alongside English, students deepen their
understanding of both languages. This explicit comparison
builds confidence and accuracy in written and spoken
communication. Spanish study also expands students’ English
vocabulary. Because many English words share Latin roots
with Spanish, students often encounter complex or academic
vocabulary first through Spanish. In many cases, this
vocabulary can be readily anglicised and transferred into
English writing and speech, giving students a significant
advantage in word choice and expression.

In the senior years, the connections between Spanish and
English become even more pronounced. The Queensland
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) Spanish syllabus

at MCSHS is deliberately bilingual. Students analyse
Spanish-language texts and respond in English, addressing
purpose, tone, context, and audience, while also producing
extended analytical and evaluative writing in English based on
Spanish materials. This approach strengthens advanced
reading comprehension, critical thinking, and academic writing
skills across both languages.

Spanish also connects deeply with the Humanities. At MCSHS,
students investigate culture, history, and geography, examining
how language reflects conquest, migration, and cultural
exchange. They explore cultural traditions and their historical
foundations and engage with Indigenous perspectives from
cultures beyond Australia. In the senior years, analysing
Spanish texts related to contemporary issues further develops
students’ understanding of legal, political, and social systems,
as well as the debates surrounding them. Spanish at MCSHS
is therefore both intellectually rigorous and strongly
interdisciplinary.

Internationally, Spanish is recognised as a serious academic
discipline. Many exchange students from countries such as
Germany, Norway, and Austria choose to continue studying
Spanish while at MCSHS, reflecting the subject’s high status
within global education systems. Local students benefit from
the same academic standard, gaining access to a major global
language while also strengthening English literacy, critical
thinking, and analytical capacity.

Spanish is not an “extra” at MCSHS; it is a strategic advantage.
Students benefit from a subject that broadens global
perspectives, strengthens English literacy, complements the
Humanities, and enhances overall academic performance.

International Club
“One School, Many Stories"

The International Club has been off to a great start this year!
We’ve had students from different year levels come and join us
for great fun, engaging in games and activities that help us learn
about other cultures and countries.

We meet every Friday first lunch in G602.

Here’s a bit about the International Club:* It’s a casual ‘drop-in’
club on every Friday (with snacks and games)

e Each term we dedicate days to celebrate a specific
culture, language, or country

e Open to students in all year levels!
Upcoming in Week 9...
Is the “Eid Fest!”

Eid is a big celebration for Muslims, after the month of
Ramadan. During Ramadan Muslims fast during the day to
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practice self-discipline and show gratitude. And on the day of
Eid, they celebrate completing their fasting and show gratitude
for their strength during the month of Ramadan. See the flyer
for more information...

LB@'

% & -

€id Fest

Join us to celebrate Eid!
There will be snacks, bracelet makino,
. . and brain activities

Feel free to bring your lunch
inside

P.S. If you have any special cultural celebrations you would like
to see in the Club, come see us in G602 on Friday at first lunch,
and we'll try to fit it in.

Na'ila and Rachel

Meg Racovalis

Head of Department - International
Studies and LOTE

News from

Creative Industries

Visual Art - Term 1 Highlights

It has been a vibrant and enriching term in Visual Art at

Mountain Creek State High School, with students engaging in a
range of inspiring learning experiences both in and beyond the

classroom.

Earlier in the term, our Year 11 General Visual Art students
visited the Queensland Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern Art
to experience the exhibition *Olafur Eliasson: Presence*. This
excursion provided students with the opportunity to engage
directly with contemporary artworks, exploring themes of
perception, environment and sensory experience. The visit has
been instrumental in shaping their ideas and approach to their
Unit 1 assessment, with many students drawing on the
immersive nature of the exhibition as inspiration for their own
work.

Our First Nations students were also fortunate to participate in
a meaningful two-day workshop led by Aunty Jude Hammond.
As part of an ongoing collaboration, students explored their
own ancestral heritage and personal stories, selecting
Aboriginal symbols that reflect their identity. They then
translated these ideas into beautifully crafted clay coolamons,
incorporating etched designs and textures created using found
natural materials. This experience was both creatively and
culturally enriching, allowing students to connect deeply with
storytelling through art.

More recently, our Year 11 and 12 Visual Art in Practice
students took part in a portrait painting workshop with local
artist Jandamarra Cadd. Students developed their technical
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skills in portraiture while gaining valuable insight into the
practices and perspectives of a working artist. The workshop
provided a fantastic opportunity for students to refine their
techniques and build confidence in their artistic abilities.

Overall, it has been a term filled with creativity, cultural
connection and authentic artistic experiences. We look forward
to seeing how these opportunities continue to influence and
inspire student work throughout the year.

Courtney Fegan

Head of Department - Creative Industries

News from Business and

Lifestyle

Year 12 Legal Studies & Year 11 Business Studies

Year 12 Legal Studies students recently visited the Supreme
and District Courts Library to strengthen their legal research
skills in direct preparation for their 1A2 investigation. The
excursion supported students as they research contemporary
legal issues, including surrogacy law reform, and the
environmental impacts/ economic benefits of mining.

Year 12 Legal Studies excursion to Supreme Court Library

Students began the day by participating in a guided research
professional development session, where they learned how to
locate and evaluate authoritative legal sources such as
legislation, case law, and secondary materials. These skills are
directly transferable to their current assessment and future
tertiary studies.

Following this session, students explored the library
independently, engaging with physical legal texts and analysing
real case law documents. This hands on experience allowed
students to deepen their understanding of how legal principles
are applied in

A highlight of the excursion was the opportunity to observe live
court proceedings. Due to another school canceling their visit,
our students were fortunate to access multiple courtrooms and
witness real trials in progress. This provided valuable insight into
courtroom processes and the practical operation of the justice
system beyond the classroom. Overall, the excursion was a
highly valuable learning experience that enhanced students’
legal literacy, research capability, and confidence as they
continue working towards their IA2 assessment.
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Year 11 Business Studies excursion to Suncorp Stadium

On Tuesday 3 March 2026, Year 11 Business students from
Mountain Creek State High School travelled to Suncorp
Stadium in Brisbane to examine how a major sporting venue
operates as a large scale commercial enterprise. Mr Catterall
and Mr Burton accompanied the group for the day.

Students explored the corporate suites, media facilities and
player dressing rooms, even sitting in the lockers of some of
their favourite players and imagining the pre game atmosphere
on a packed match day. A standout moment was stepping into
the seating bowl and calling out “Queenslander!” to hear their
voices echo across the empty stadium. Not content with just
one test of the acoustics, the group repeated the experience
with a loud “Thank you Billl” in appreciation of their tour guide.

Beyond the fun elements, students gained insight into how the
stadium generates revenue through ticket sales, memberships,
sponsorships and corporate hospitality, for their upcomming
FA2 task. The tour reinforced key business concepts including
operations management, marketing strategy, stakeholder
engagement and risk management, demonstrating how large
scale events are carefully planned and delivered.

Kym Thomas

Head of Department - Business and Lifestyle Industries

News from Digital Innovation

Year 8 STEM Excursion - Smart Cities

Year 8 STEM students recently visited Maroochydore CBD
to explore the area’s Smart City initiatives and observe how
technology had been integrated into urban planning. During
the visit, they learnt about the innovative underground waste
management system, which helped improve efficiency while
reducing visual and environmental impacts. They also visited
the Sunshine Coast Council’s green building and learnt about
Maroochydore being a landing point for a data cable,
highlighting the region’s role in digital connectivity. The group
examined current and future developments across the precinct,
gaining insight into how Maroochydore had been designed to
support sustainable growth and smart infrastructure.

Check out some of the great photos of this exciting excursion!
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Graeme Breen

Head of Department - Digital Innovation

News from Science
Department

Currimundi Lake Excursion

On a hot and sunny couple of days in February, Year 11 Marine
Science students headed to Currimundi Lake to explore the
local marine environment through hands-on fieldwork. Students
investigated changes in vegetation across a beach profile, from
the shoreline up into the dunes, identifying both the quantity
and distribution of plant species. They also collected sand
samples to examine the geomorphology of the dune system,
with a focus on understanding erosion and accretion
processes. Water quality was another key focus, with students
analysing the impacts of urbanisation on the lake. Using canoes
to access different sampling sites, they measured dissolved
oxygen, phosphates, temperature, salinity and turbidity,
comparing results from a location near a road drain with those
from other areas of the lake. Throughout the fieldwork, students
gained valuable experience using a range of sampling
technigues commonly employed by research scientists. The
data collected will contribute to their upcoming internal
assessment task, where they will conduct their own scientific
investigation.

Students learning how to use the canoes.

Students canoeing at Currimundi Lake.
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Students conducting water quality testing.

Year 11 Certificate Il Health Support Services Real World
Health Training in Action

Certificate Il in Health Support Services students are taking
part in a series of practical training days delivered by the RTO
‘Connect n Grow'. Across three dedicated Thursdays this year,
students work with an Expert Health Trainer (EHT) to build
skills used in real healthcare environments, with each session
combining theory and hands on learning.

On Thursday 19 February, students explored how
microorganisms spread and how infections develop through
the “chain of infection.” They then moved into practical skill
development, practicing correct hand hygiene techniques,
including hand washing and the use of sanitiser. Students also
learnt how to safely put on and remove personal protective
equipment (PPE), including gloves, masks, and gowns, with
demonstrations followed by supervised practice. The day also
focused on real-world healthcare procedures. Students learnt
how to prevent cross-contamination, clean surfaces safely, and
manage waste. Through practical simulations, they set up clean
and contaminated zones and responded to realistic scenarios.
The session concluded with reporting and documentation
tasks, where students completed incident forms based on
workplace situations.

These sessions form a key part of student assessment and
give valuable insight into expectations within the health industry.
Students build confidence, strengthen communication skills,
and develop practical skills for future pathways in healthcare.

Helen Gillis

Head of Department - Science

News from English and FTM

Department

Creekers Speak Up and Stand Out

This month has been a busy one for six students who chose
to participate in the Lions Youth of The Year Public Speaking
Competition in 2026.

All have been tested. All were so well prepared, they impressed
not only the judges, but their audiences as well. With parental
and peer support, they have really shown what Creekers are
made of.

Eva N-R, Slater T. Alex T., Karen H., Charlotte A. and Ava
M. courageously prepared a five minute speech on a topic of
importance to them, participated in a 30 to 45 minute interview
with the judges about their application and current affairs as
well as speaking, on the spot, in response to two unknown
impromptu questions about issues of importance in the
community from the perils of Al invading our lives, the potential
impact of the 2032 Olympics and Paralympics on the Sunshine
Coast to considering how to know you have truly made it in life.
All proudly represented our school. All looked, and sounded,
great. All have come away from their experience with a stronger
sense of their own perspective about matters of global
importance as well as how to approach interviews with a panel
of unknown community members. All are to be commended
for their courage. Public speaking isn’t for everyone. It really is
daunting, but these students bravely gave it a go which makes
their efforts even more impressive.

Sadly, not all can be selected for the next round, no matter how
hard they try.

Yet, we have had outstanding success which is pleasing to
report:

e Slater T. was awarded Overall Winner and Public
Speaker at the Buderim Club competition.

e Ava M. was named both Public Speaker and Overall
Winner at the Maroochy Noth Shore Club
competition.

e Karen H. was named Overall Winner at the
Mooloolaba Club competition.

e Charlotte A. was awarded Public Speaker at the
Mooloolaba Club competition

Many thanks to the parents and friends who supported
students. Your presence was much appreciated.

Slater T., Karen H. and Ava M. now progress to the Regional
Final to be held on March 28. Creekers everywhere wish them
well in their journey. Fingers crossed that our school sees
another student triumph in this round.

Keep an eye on future newsletters for the outcome of their
continued efforts in this prestigious international competition.
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Wendy McDermott

Head of Department- English

UCAT Information

UNIVERSITY CLINICAL APTITUDE TEST (UCAT)

The University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT ANZ) is an
admissions test used by universities in Australia and New
Zealand for their medical, dental and clinical science degree

Subject Prerequisites for Year 10 Students

e Year 10 students interested in medicine should start
researching subject prerequisites for their preferred
universities.

e Some medical schools require or strongly
recommend specific subjects. Common prerequisites
include English, Mathematics and Chemistry.

Some universities also require minimum scores to be achieved
in prerequisite subjects.

News from Student Services

Happy Families

Our school subscribes to the Happy Families website which
provides access to many practical and insightful articles. These
articles aim to assist parents and carers on the often
challenging but rewarding journey of having a family. Please see
the latest articles below.

https://mtncreekshs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/5401/
insights_050126_resilience_is_relational.pdf
https://mtncreekshs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/5402/
insights_060126_buy_the_why.pdf

programs. https://mtncreekshs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/5403/

UCAT Registrations Now Open: insights_070126_whose_cup_are_you_filling.pdf

e Registrations and bookings are open for those sitting
UCAT ANZ 2026

e The UCAT 2026 testing window runs from 1 July to 5
August

e Registering to sit the UCAT consists of a 2-step
process:
1. Create a UCAT Pearson account

2. Book a UCAT testing session Jacinta Ivory & Louise Francis, Mel O'Brien

If applicable, students must apply for access arrangements

(special testing conditions) or concessions (reduced test fees)
before booking their test. Casual C|eanerS

UCAT Bookings Advice

e UCAT test session bookings are subject to
availability.

e Students should book as soon as possible. Popular
times and venues book out and late bookings are
subject to additional fees.

We recommend students book a session in mid-July. This
allows more time for preparation whilst leaving late July / August
available to reschedule if required

https://www.medentry.edu.au/blog/
ucat-registration-what-testing-session-should-i-choose?vgo_e
e=HsvtrO9%2FffaJ1nQvyM17BjDD32FfHMz22J1qUi%2BoVU
Rj%3AgCMgOJ7HjoS5DMAYe2p%2Fb82%2Bulk2h%2FNZ
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CASUAL CLEANERS

Mountain Creek SHS is seeking motivated and
hardworking people interested in registering
for CASUAL CLEANING positions to backfill
during periods of staff absence

Hours of Work & Pay Rate

$38.40 p/hr Casual Rate

$10.62 Split shift allowance where applicable
Shifts are 5.00-8.30am and/or 2.30-6.00pm

Current Blue Card required
Criminal History Check will be undertaken by us
prior to commencement

EMAIL: CWORT2@EQ.EDU.AU
PHONE: 5457 B333

Calendar of Events

27 January - 2 April

Term 2 commences 20 April
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