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From the Executive PrincipalFrom the Executive Principal

Welcome Back to Term 2Welcome Back to Term 2

Welcome back to all for Term 2. I trust
everyone had a relaxing Easter
vacation and refreshed for further
learning. As per the school calendar
there are a number of public holidays
and show holiday this Term. A
reminder to all students that on the

weeks where a Monday public holiday falls that formal uniform
will be required for the Tuesday of that week, unless otherwise
communicated.

End Term 1 Disruption and Rescheduling of AssessmentEnd Term 1 Disruption and Rescheduling of Assessment

As previously communicated end of last Term, all scheduled
assessment that was disrupted due to lockdown was
re-scheduled for Week 1 this Term. Due to these changes
reporting dates have been reviewed.

Term 1 Progress ReportsTerm 1 Progress Reports

Term 1 progress reports will be emailed to all families on
Thursday 6 May. Please make contact with any of your child’s
respective teachers if interim grades awarded and/or effort/
behaviour results are not indicative of your child’s ability.

ANZAC CeremonyANZAC Ceremony

It was lovely to be able to run a full school event and host our
2021 ANZAC Ceremony. It was exciting to see so many military

cadets attend in uniform, and in particular, our Mountain Creek
Air Force cadets. A wonderful opportunity to acknowledge the
many men and women that have served our country during
conflict and crisis. Sincere thanks to all staff and students
involved.

2021 P&C Executive2021 P&C Executive

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our P&C
Executive for 2021.

We look forward in continuing to work with our wonderful
Executive in providing the best resources and opportunities for
all students at The Creek.

Facilities UpdateFacilities Update

Cool for School Air-Conditioning ProgramCool for School Air-Conditioning Program

It is pleasing to see that all air-conditioners have now been
installed and supplied with safety cages. An electrical upgrade
occured during the last break and a new transformer will be
installed next holiday break in order to run all units sufficiently.

Front Entrance UpgradeFront Entrance Upgrade

As previously communicated some of the associated works
have not been to Department standards. We have requested
that these works be rectified. The plan over the next few weeks
is to finalise these works and be able to access this new
entrance. Apologies for the disruption. We look forward in
being able to utilise this area very soon.

• President - Jason Law

• Vice President - Virginia Brooker
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Student Centre AV UpgradeStudent Centre AV Upgrade

Works were completed last week to increase the AV
functionality within the Student Centre. Additional quotes are
being sought to look at what areas can be enhanced both
internally and externally for this facility.

School SignageSchool Signage

Indigenous Art WorksIndigenous Art Works

We are in the process of commissioning some Indigenous art
works form a local artist. This art work will provide a lovely
background to all new block signage through the school.
Thanks to our P&C for providing the funds to allow for this
upgrade/enhancement.

Indigenous Totem Poles and Indigenous GardenIndigenous Totem Poles and Indigenous Garden

Quotes have been obtained to create an Indigenous garden
with totem poles at the front of the school. All associated works
will align to this year’s NAIDOC Week and will be an opportunity
for student’s to assist with the construction of this area.

Review Meeting - 2021 PrioritiesReview Meeting - 2021 Priorities

As an administration team we review key priorities throughout
the year to ensure we are on track in meeting our goals/
targets for 2021. During our review meeting this Term we
have unpacked key areas of our Annual Implementation Plan,
focusing on specific areas of:

Through review of both of these specific areas, the team were
able to celebrate the journey so far for 2021, and more
importantly identify specific areas of focus for Term 2 to ensure
further value adding to the work commenced so far. Further
reviews will occur each Term to ensure we are on track to
achieve our identified goals/targets for 2021.

Term 2 Key DatesTerm 2 Key Dates

NAPLAN Testing Week 4: Tuesday 11 – Thursday 13, Friday
14 Catch-up Day

ECP Week 6: Tuesday 25 May

Further details will be provided to all families closer to the dates
communicated above.

Yours in education,

Brian ParrBrian Parr

A/Executive PrincipalA/Executive Principal

From the Principal of SeniorFrom the Principal of Senior
SecondarySecondary

EducationEducation andand CareerCareer PlanningPlanning
(ECP)(ECP)

After being unable to run a face to face
interview event in 2020, the school is
returning to a full suite of interviews for
ECP on 25 May. ECP is a positive,
supportive process where students
present their plans and goals to their
parents and their ECP teacher and clarify

any questions they have. This year there will also be a display of
traineeships information and information regarding the
International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IBDP) in the
Performing Arts foyer adjacent to the Student Centre.

Junior Secondary students have already begun to prepare their
presentations for this event, and the Student Led Conference
(SLC) model has proven to be a successful way of focusing
these student interviews. In the Senior School, students will
be preparing a script based around their Senior Education and
Training (SET) plan. Students have been preparing a script of
information about this, but the key element for Year 11 and
12 is their Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) progress.
For Year 11 this is an introductory process, as they have just
completed their first set of assessments. For Year 12 this is a
crucial juncture. Year 12 students are expected to be regularly
checking their MyQCE account to ensure accuracy and QCE
eligibility.

Next week students and parents will receive their booking
information for interviews. The booking system opens on
Thursday 13 May for all families and interviews begin at 1.30 pm
and conclude by 8:00 pm. The venue for the interview will be
on the booking sheet. I look forward to a big day of interaction
with our parents and the positive outcomes from this event for
all families. Please contact me if you have any questions.

Focus on StudentsFocus on Students

Beginning in this newsletter, we will focus on some students
and their pathways through senior to give some great examples
of how all students can be successful regardless of their
pathway of IB, QCAA or VET.

We begin this week with three students, a Graduate from 2016
Isabelle Blackstone (QCAA), current Year 11 student Harmony
(VET) and current Year 12 IB student Jayden (IB).

Isabelle Blackstone – Graduate 2016Isabelle Blackstone – Graduate 2016

After four years studying a double degree in forensic science
and criminology/criminal justice at Griffith University, I have
graduated with Distinction, which is a Grade Point Average
above 6.5. It has been an amazing achievement, and I owe a
significant thank you to Mountain Creek State High School for
preparing me! Through Mountain Creek’s classes, particularly

• Moderation and calibration processes across Years
7-12

• Developing ICP’s for non-verified students - focus on
Year 7 students
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chemistry and biology, my first year of university was mostly a
review of common concepts I’d learned through high school
and made it so easy to adapt to the scary, new environment of
university! As a high school student, you don’t always have to
know exactly what career you want or what your future will look
like, but I know I was lucky enough to have a high school like
Mountain Creek that provided me with all the tools I needed to
succeed.

Jayden – IB Year 12Jayden – IB Year 12

I study the subjects Higher Level Psychology, Higher Level
English, Higher Level Biology, Standard Level Chemistry,
Standard Level Math Analysis and Applications and Spanish AB
Initio.

Before attending Mountain Creek State High School, I grew up
in Emu Park, a rural town in Central Queensland. My family and
I decided to relocate to look for more opportunities and found
ourselves here on the Sunshine Coast.

Since being at MCSHS, I have gone through the Zenith
program and I have studied in the IB program since Year 10.
Now a current year 12 student, I am proud of what the school
has offered me. Looking forward to just over two months, when
I will sit the UCAT, the standardised exam for entry into medical
school. It has already been a very long and arduous journey,
but I know there is still lots to come!

Any student who is self-driven, academically orientated and
internationally minded should consider the IB program. A
student who is looking for a challenge should consider studying
the IB. My advice to anyone wishing to undertake the IB
program is to expect a challenging three years whilst in the
course. During the three years, there will be many long nights,
and countless highs and lows. However, you are always
motivated to finish the race.

Harmony – VET Year 11Harmony – VET Year 11

I study the subjects Essential Maths, General English, Business
Studies and Health. I also study Certificate 2 in Retail and
Cosmetics through TAFE at school, a Certificate 3 in Hospitality
through my work at Gloria Jeans and a Certificate 1 in Sport
and Recreation at school and I have just begun a Certificate 3
in Childcare and Early Learning through a local kindergarten.

At the start of Year 7 I was asked what I wanted to be/do when
I left school, and I honestly had no idea. I thought I had plenty
of time to think about it and now here I am in Year 11 having to
actually sit down and think about it.

At present my grades are averaging B’s and C’s. As an average
student at school, I felt the pressure that everybody who was
getting higher grades than me knew what they wanted to do
when they left high school. By having these qualifications, I am
currently sitting on 14 points towards by QCE. I am also a
qualified lash technician and have my own business.

My best advice to anyone who doesn’t know what they want
to do when they leave school like myself, is to try Certificate
courses and do as many as you can. As a year 11 student and
already having these Certificates at such a young age is such

an accomplishment and I am very proud of myself. They have
helped me open many pathways, I can head towards beauty
with my Certificate 2, sports with my Certificate 1 and I can
continue to take more certificates to get more qualifications and
hospitality to help me get a job practically anywhere and use my
lash qualification to open up my own beauty salon.

ANZAC DayANZAC Day

It was also great to re-engage with community on ANZAC Day
with a number of our senior leaders attending Dawn Services
and the main event at Cotton Tree on Sunday. See the
dedicated ANZAC Day article for more information.

Exam Block Year 11Exam Block Year 11

In Week 5, 17 May to 21 May, students in Year 11 will be on
exam block. They will not attend any classes unless they have
an exam. Students will be issued with their final timetable on
Monday 10 May on assembly, or at their Subschool after that if
they are away that day. All exams will be in the Leading Edge
building.

QCE and the Core RuleQCE and the Core Rule

One element of the QCE rules that can be confusing is the rule
of Core and Completed Core. Core subjects are any school
subject or a Certificate 2 or 3 course. Completed Core refers
to a student’s passing of all 4 units of a school subject or
competing the Certificate 2 or 3 course. A student must gain
12 points from Completed Core to be eligible for a QCE. If
a student completes Unit 1, 3 and 4 of a subject at a pass
level, but fails Unit 2 these points can still contribute to the
total points accrued, which must be more than 20, but they
cannot contribute to Completed Core points. Ongoing Case
Management of students is ensuring that all students are
closely monitored to ensure this is taking place.

Study Skills Tip for May - Set Times for Home LearningStudy Skills Tip for May - Set Times for Home Learning

ParentsParents

Many students come home from school and end up just waiting
until they might ‘feel’ like doing schoolwork. Or else they drag
everything out over the whole night. A much better way is each
night have set allocated times for home learning.

Many students find that learning in 20-30 minute blocks works
well for them. During this time students should do homework
first, then work on any assignments or upcoming tests, then
use the rest of the time allocated for schoolwork to complete
independent learning activities such as reviewing work they find
difficult, making study notes or doing practice questions to build
their skills.

All distractions should be removed so students learn to focus
for 20-30 minute blocks of time. It is a great idea to make a
timetable of the home learning and place it on the fridge so
everyone is clear when students are focusing and when they
are doing other activities or having free time.
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StudentsStudents

Some of the benefits for students of having set times allocated
for home learning are:

Learn more this year about how to improve your results and
be more efficient and effective with your schoolwork by working
through the units on www.studyskillshandbook.com.au . You
can also print a sheet outlining independent learning activities
(click on the More menu then on Things to Print). Our school’s
access details are:

Username: formcshsonly
Password: 75results

From left:From left: Andrew Stone, Principal - Senior School, DonnaAndrew Stone, Principal - Senior School, Donna
Lancaster, Deputy Principal - Senior School, Tina Smithard,Lancaster, Deputy Principal - Senior School, Tina Smithard,
Head of Department - Senior SchoolHead of Department - Senior School

From the Principal of JuniorFrom the Principal of Junior
SecondarySecondary

OpportunityOpportunity -- JuniorJunior SecondarySecondary
Class Structure - 2022Class Structure - 2022

Based on a review of year level
structures and organisation some
changes will be made to our Year 9 class
structures in 2022. Students will be
timetabled similarly to our Year 10
students in order to prepare them for our

senior pathways. Differentiated classes will be aligned to ability
levels and Zenith and Aspire classes in Year 9 will no longer
exist as they have done previously.

In order to ensure a high level of differentiated learning at
Mountain Creek, we will continue to offer a Focus class in
the same format, where literacy and numeracy support can be
provided for students.

Students in Maths, Science, Humanities and English will have
the opportunity to be invited by Heads of Department into
specialist classes, for students who excel academically.
Invitations for classes will be based on student pre-requisites
in industry, behaviour and effort grades recorded in their report
cards.

Students will choose 4 electives, for Year 9, at ECP in Term 3.

We wish all students success this year, with the expectation of
a culture of best effort!

Excellence - NAPLANExcellence - NAPLAN

The 2021 National Assessment Program - Literacy and
Numeracy tests will be conducted across the 11, 12 and 13
May 2021. Students have now been issued with two letters
regarding information about NAPLAN and the equipment they
will need.

Please ensure your student has a calculator for the Numeracy
tests on 13 May.
The four tests run over 3 days for Year 7 and Year 9. Students
at MCSHS, will assess the areas of language conventions
(spelling, grammar and punctuation); writing; reading; and
numeracy (number, measurement, chance and data, space,
working mathematically, algebra function and pattern).

Following the tests, MCSHS and all Year 7 and Year 9 students
will receive an individual statement of performance in relation to
the national benchmarks. The results will also be used to form a
national overview. We use results of testing to support students
with future learning goals.

Parents and guardians can best assist students by making
them feel comfortable about the nature and purpose of the
tests. You can assure your child that the assessment items will
give them an opportunity to show what they have learned in
class and we expect ALL students to commit to their best effort
when completing these tests.

Opportunity and ExcellenceOpportunity and Excellence

We would like to thank our Junior Secondary leaders for their
support in visiting our key partner primary schools to talk to
Year 6 students who may be enrolling at MCSHS in 2022. They
have been great ambassadors for our school. We look forward
to welcoming our new Year 7's to our school community.

ExcellenceExcellence

Congratulations to all members of our school community who
participated in our ANZAC Day school service and those who
made the commitment to be at Cotton Tree for the march and
ceremony. Well done to our Junior Captains who laid wreaths
for our school ceremony on behalf of our school community.

• You are more likely to learn at home if you know
when to start and when to end.

• You will be more effective when you remove
distractions and learn to focus for 20-30 minute
blocks.

• In all the times NOT allocated to schoolwork you can
do whatever you like without feeling guilty about it.

• Having set times stops arguments between students
and parents as everyone has agreed when the
timeslots allocated to students will be.

• You know that you are definitely doing enough work
for school.

• Keeping your home learning and personal life
separate means you will be able to manage all of the
distractions in your life and still complete your work
for school.
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2021 User Pay Changes - Semester 22021 User Pay Changes - Semester 2

From Semester 2, 2021 interschool sport and some enrichment
activities offered will incur an additional cost as part of our
user pays system. In the past the school has picked up the
associated cost for interschool sport and some enrichment
activities, of which, we are unable to afford in the future. Whilst
activities your student is involved in may incur some further
costs in Semester 2, these charges will still be considerably less
than accessing these activities through community.

FromFrom left:left: AndreaAndrea Evans,Evans, PrincipalPrincipal -- JuniorJunior SecondarySecondary School,School,
CraigCraig Hegarty,Hegarty, DeputyDeputy PrincipalPrincipal -- JuniorJunior SecondarySecondary School,School,
LindsayLindsay Baker,Baker, HeadHead ofof DepartmentDepartment -- JuniorJunior SecondarySecondary School.School.

Diverse Learning NewsDiverse Learning News

QueenslandQueensland AmbulanceAmbulance
ServiceService (QAS)(QAS) IndigenousIndigenous
ScholarshipsScholarships

The QAS Indigenous Scholarship
Program aims to increase Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander representation
within the workforce. Scholarships are
offered to school and university students
to assist in minimizing financial barriers

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander school or university
students face throughout their education period. Only 10
Scholarships were available for 2021 across the State.

Mountain Creek State High School would like to congratulate
Imogen F and Imogen H on being awarded 2 out of the 10
available QAS Indigenous Scholarship for 2021. These two
students and our school can be justifiably proud of this deadly
achievement,

These two inspiring Mountain Creek students were presented
their QAS scholarship certificates at the USQ (Springfield) on 26
February 2021.

The QAS scholarship program provides students with many
amazing experiences and opportunities. They will also receive a
chance to understand, observe and study more about careers
within the QAS.

Thank you Imogen F and Imogen H for representing our
Mountain Creek school community in a prestigious Queensland
award. You are amongst the 10 shining stars in Queensland
who have shown they are worthy of such an award. We are
beyond proud of you.

Eddie OngEddie Ong

Deputy Principal InclusionDeputy Principal Inclusion

Creative IndustriesCreative Industries

MusicalMusical 2021:2021: UnstitchedUnstitched ........ AA
Tattered TaleTattered Tale

Preparations for this year’s musical are
well under way! The cast is working with
our directors to stage the show, and
students and teachers are working on
sets, props and costumes.

We are looking for parents or members of the community
with experience in hair and make-up. We need volunteers who
would be interested in doing the hair and make-up for
characters on the performances in June (17, 18 and 19). Please
contact Miss Tarla Varney tvarn4@eq.edu.au if you are
interested in helping out.

We sell out every musical year, so make a note in your
calendars... tickets go on sale Monday May 10!

Your Creative Industires Leaders 2021Your Creative Industires Leaders 2021

This Term I have returned from a year's
maternity leave and am excited to be
sharing the Head of Department role
with Miss Tarla Varney for 2021. Tarla's
role is Head of Department -
Instrumental Music for this year and she
can be contacted on tvarn4@eq.edu.au.
I am Head of Department - Creative
Industries and will be looking after all
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other curriculum, extra and co-curricular offerings in the
Creative Industries. I can be contacted on jwall77@eq.edu.au.

We have a great team and are looking forward to what 2021
brings!

Jess StansbieJess Stansbie

Creative Industries - Head of DepartmentCreative Industries - Head of Department

International BaccalaureateInternational Baccalaureate
UpdateUpdate

IB Virtual Conference 2021 'Unlocks the NextIB Virtual Conference 2021 'Unlocks the Next
Paradigm' in EducationParadigm' in Education

Recently our IB coordinator Mr Adam Duus was selected to
give a presentation to the International Baccalaureate
Asia-Pacific Virtual Conference. The theme for the conference
was “Unlocking the Next Paradigm”.

IB global conferences are held every year with the objective
of discussing and developing innovative ideas for the future of
education while strengthening one of the IB’s core concepts of
‘international-mindedness’ and deepening the IB’s Mission of
‘education for a better world.’ Educators from over 20 countries
convened along with IB staff, university academics and industry
representatives to share best practices and cutting-edge
insights in order to better prepare students for the demands
and opportunities of the 21st Century. Given the effects of the
global covid pandemic, this year’s conference was held fully
online with attendees across 15 time-zones present.

The IB is renowned for being a leader in global education by
regularly commissioning its own research and conferences to
ensure it is at the leading edge of pedagogical practice and
student outcomes. With this in mind, Mr Duus was selected
to present on why “New Paradigms need Futures & Foresight
Education”. In short, Mr Duus asserted that to best prepare
students for the future, we should study the future explicitly
and deeply, rigorously develop Futures Literacy by teaching
students to use a futures thinking toolbox, and actively cultivate
mindsets of critical foresight within our students and schools.

Mr Duus’ presentation in the recent conference follows from
his presentation at the IB Global Conference in Hong Kong
in 2019 where he also discussed the imperative to develop
critical futures thinking skills in our students. Congratulations
once again on another wonderful achievement.

A full pdf version of Mr Duus’ presentation is available on the IB
page of the MCSHS website.

KirstyKirsty LevyLevy -- HeadHead ofof DepartmentDepartment InternationalInternational BaccalaureateBaccalaureate
ProgramProgram

Adam Duus - International Baccalaureate Program Co-ordinatorAdam Duus - International Baccalaureate Program Co-ordinator

News from English and FTMNews from English and FTM
DepartmentDepartment

Filmakers and Screen WritersFilmakers and Screen Writers

Competitions to EnterCompetitions to Enter

As Head of the English Faculty, I would
like to welcome you to the new school
year and all the wonderful opportunities
that lie ahead for our students. These
opportunities are made possible through
the amazing dedication and

commitment of our staff at MCSHS. In the English Faculty –
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English, Film and Television, Media Studies – I am honoured to
guide our 38 English teachers through the Junior, Senior and IB
years of English.

This year we welcome two new teachers to our English Faculty
– Sophia Andes and Alison Myers. Sophia Andes has taught
in the Galapagos Islands, Cairns and Brisbane and will be
teaching Year 7 English. Alison Myers has taught English and
Japanese within the Sunshine Coast region and will also be
teaching Year 7 English.

Often students will ask of their English teachers “But why do
we have to learn ….?” Our English units develop skills of critical
thinking, analysis, writing, cultural awareness and vocabulary
and grammar. To answer a student’s question of “But why do
we have to learn poetry?", a common response would be to
assist students to analyse content and to read between the
lines. This skill is vital in everyday tasks.

Learning about poetry can also expand our cultural awareness.
At the recent inauguration of Joe Biden, the 46th President of
the United States of America, a 22-year-old American, Amanda
Gorman, delivered her powerful poem “The Hill We Climb” to
a worldwide television audience. Her poem offered a hopeful
vision of the future for the deeply divided country.

Former President of the United States of America, Barack
Obama tweeted:

On a day for the history books, @TheAmandaGorman delivered
a poem that more than met the moment. Young people like her
are proof that “there is always light, if only we’re brave enough
to see it; if only we’re brave enough to be it.” pic.twitter.com/
mbywtvjtEH -Barack Obama (@BarackObama) January 20,
2021.

Miss Gorman’s love of poetry and the English language ignited
during her school years and she was awarded the first US
National Youth Poet Laureate at the age of 19.

Our English staff at MCSHS aim not only to provide the practical
needs to navigate everyday life but also to nurture the love of
language and the confidence to be “brave enough to be it”.

Wendy McDermottWendy McDermott

HOD English and FTM DepartmentHOD English and FTM Department

International Studies andInternational Studies and
LOTELOTE

Japanese CookingJapanese Cooking

Takoyaki - Octopus BallsTakoyaki - Octopus Balls

Early this Term junior and senior
students of Japanese tried making
'Takoyaki' (octopus balls). Takoyaki is a
popular ball shaped snack originating
from the Kansai area of Japan. It is
commonly sold in street stalls or at

festivals. It is made from a wheat flour batter which is poured
into a specially molded pan and it is typically filled with diced
octopus, tempura scraps and spring onions.

As we added ham, cheese and chicken to our takoyaki, the
classroom filled with appetizing cooking aromas. The students
used skewers to skilfully turn their takoyaki, moving the
uncooked batter to the base of the rounded molds and
gradually they created delicious gold brown balls. The students
worked well together and they should be particularly proud of
their collaboration skills.

The savory takoyaki melted in our mouths and we look forward
to the day when we can try takoyaki from a street stall in the
vibrant, bustling merchant city of Osaka Japan.

MLTAQ Poster CompetitionMLTAQ Poster Competition

Students across the Sunshine Coast participated in the annual
MLTAQ poster competition. They had to design a poster in
Chinese, French, German, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese or
Spanish. The poster had to promote peace and trust and
coincides with the 2021 United Nations International Year of
Peace and Trust.

Junior Japanese language students at MCSHS entered this
competition and were very successful. Ciana, 7I was awarded
1st Place in the Year 7 Japanese Division and Maya,l 7S was
awarded 2nd Place. Cloe, 8S was awarded 1st Place in the
Year 8 Japanese Division.

Congratulations.

Felice JenkinsFelice Jenkins

TeacherTeacher
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Resource Centre NewsResource Centre News

SupportingSupporting StudentsStudents withwith
Reading at HomeReading at Home

Many of our students are currently
reading novels as part of their curriculum
learning. While we have many avid
readers in the school who will find these
tasks enjoyable and interesting, there
are also students who may find it difficult

to engage in reading lengthy texts, or may struggle with
sustaining focus when reading novels.

There are a number of strategies that can be used at home
to support students when reading novels, and encourage
competent readers to expand their reading practice.

• Read together. Listen to your student read you a paragraph,
page or chapter.
• Read aloud to your student. Studies have shown that even
older students still appreciate the time and bonding experience
that comes with being read to.
• Engage in informal chats about what they are reading. Ask
your student questions about their thoughts on the characters,
time and place the story is set, and interesting events in the
story. Great for dinner time and car conversations!
• Ensure your student has a comfortable, quiet space and time
to read.
• Some students find it helpful to follow the text with their finger
as they read.
• Be mindful of fatigue. Some students can tire easily with the
level of concentration they apply to reading. Shorter reading
sessions of 20 minutes at a time may suit your student if they
are finding reading a struggle.

Of course, we also want to encourage our students to read
for pleasure, particularly if they have struggled to engage with
reading in the past. There are books suitable for all different
stages, ages and interests. Here are some further tips to help
encourage recreational reading at home:

• Recreational reading books should be on a topic or belong
to a genre that interests the student. They do not need to be
novels – there are some fantastic non-fiction books available to
our students.
• If students decide that they do not like the book they are
reading, they should change it.
• For struggling/disengaged readers, opt for a book with writing
that is reasonably big or that has generous line spacing.
• Students should select a book that they can read easily – if a
student has difficulty with more than three words per page then
it is too hard.

If your student requires assistance in selecting the right book,
encourage them to visit the Resource Centre. Our staff will
happily help your student find the right book for them.

Happy reading!

Miranda Streeter -Miranda Streeter - LibrarianLibrarian

Ms Lee Bruynius - Learning Support Co-ordinatorMs Lee Bruynius - Learning Support Co-ordinator

News from the TechnologyNews from the Technology
FacultyFaculty

Design Thinking in DesignDesign Thinking in Design

The Queensland Curriculum and
Assessment Authority states that
"Young people are preparing for a very
different world from the one we know",
as found in position papers prepared in
2017, identifying 21st Century Skills for
Australian Students.

These skills include critical and creative thinking, along with
communication, all of which have a heavy focus in the General
subject (ATAR eligible), Senior Design.

Critical Thinking includes:
• analytical thinking
• problem-solving
• decision-making
• reasoning
• reflecting and evaluating
• intellectual flexibility

whereas Creative Thinking includes:
• innovation
• initiative and enterprise
• curiosity and imagination
• creativity
• generating and applying new ideas
• identifying alternatives
• seeing or making new links

Senior Design students are currently working on a folio task
which requires them to come up with a branding solution to
a fictional car, both of which is luxurious and eco-friendly.
Students use their analytical skills to explore the problem, whilst
thinking creatively and critically to propose a solution which
incorporates the elements and principles of design, all the while
communicating not only their ideas, but also their thinking
throughout.

Students have nearly completed the folio task, and we look
forward to seeing the finished folios and low-fidelity prototypes
produced.
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A student creating a 3d prototype using a hand held 3d printingA student creating a 3d prototype using a hand held 3d printing
pen.pen.

Students working on prototyping, and refining design ideas.Students working on prototyping, and refining design ideas.

Mrs Shona Anderson-MorseMrs Shona Anderson-Morse

Engineering, Design & ITM TeacherEngineering, Design & ITM Teacher

Head of DepartmentHead of Department

Student Services NewsStudent Services News

Parenting IdeasParenting Ideas

Alex BrainAlex Brain

Senior Guidance OfficerSenior Guidance Officer

Parent and StudentParent and Student
InformationInformation

ANZAC Day CeremonyANZAC Day Ceremony

On Friday 23 April, MCSHS once again paused on the solemn
occasion of ANZAC Day at school and in the surrounding
Community. MCSHS hosted a ceremony and a very moving
address was delivered to the school. Students attended a
whole school assembly in the Sports Centre, with a large
contingent of Air Cadets joining in to carry-out official duties.

This event is always very emotional for everyone involved having
lost a past school captain serving in the defense forces. We
would like to thank Gary Graham (President of RAAFA Kawana
Waters) for giving a guest speech that brought the significance
and relevance of ANZAC Day to everyone in attendance. We
had 23 student cadets representing their squadrons on the day
(more than ever before) and they all did an amazing job.

In the community MCSHS was represented at Buderim,
Kawana and Cotton Tree Dawn services. Our four school
captains laid a wreath after leading a throng of 50 or more
students in the ANZAC Day main march at Cotton Tree.

Air Force Cadets 233rd SquadronAir Force Cadets 233rd Squadron

Special thanks is extended to our AAFC Cadets at our ANZAC
Ceremony. Anyone considering joining the Air Force Cadets
should contact Pilot Officer, AAFC Tyrone Jost. Tyrone’s details
are on the recruitment document. He can personally answer
any questions you may and will invite you to their next parade
night.

233SQN has been given an exception to continue recruitment
through until 31 May. Following this they will not be able to
recruit anyone until October this year (for commencement in
2022).
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P & C NewsP & C News

P&C MeetingP&C Meeting

Our next P&C meeting will be held on
Monday 17 May 2021 on Level 2 of
the Leading Edge building at the
school.

This is a great opportunity to hear
directly from the Executive Principal and members of staff
about what is happening at a strategic and operational
level at the school.

Jason LawJason Law

PresidentPresident

Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events

EventEvent DateDate

Term 2 commencedTerm 2 commenced Tuesday 27 April 2021Tuesday 27 April 2021

EventEvent DateDate

Newsletter Distributed 5 May 2021

Year 7 & 8 Inter-School Sport 5 May 2021

Reports Issued 6 May 2021

Young Scholars Visit 6 May 2021

Sunshine Coast Dance
Eisteddfod

7 May 2021

USC Study Skills Workshop -
Yr 11

10 May 2021

School Council Meeting 10 May 2021

NAPLAN Tests (Yr 7 & 9) 11 - 13 May 2021

Year 7 & 8 Inter-School Sport 12 May 2021

Grin and Tonic Drama
Performance

17 May 2021

P&C Meeting 17 May 2021

Year 11 Exam Block 17 - 21 May 2021

Year 7 & 8 Interschool Sport 19 May 2021

Year 9 Interschool Sport Trials 20 May 2021

ECP 25 May 2021

Year 7 Immunisation Round 1 -
Day 1

24 May 2021

Year 7 Zenith & STEM
Applications Due

28 May 2021

ANU VR Physics Incursion 31 May 2021

Yr 11 Geography Excursion 31 May 2021

Young Scholars Visit 3 June 2021

Year 11 Marine Rocky Shore
Excursion

4 June 2021

Sunshine Coast Show Public
Holiday

11 June 2021

Musical Performance 16 - 19 June 2021

P&C Meeting 21 June 2021

Year 7 & 8 Inter-school Sport 23 June 2021

Year 10 Immunisations 24 June 2021

Last Day of Term 2 25 June 2021

Term 3 commencesTerm 3 commences Monday 12 July 2021Monday 12 July 2021
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